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Hispanic American celebration to be held Saturday

By Kristen Marquez

HERALD POST STASF

Celebrate the rch trads
tions of Hispani cultures in
honor of National Hispanic
Heritage Month beginning
noon, Saturday ar  Patrick
Henry Elementary School in
Heidelberg

The Hispanic American cel
chration is free and wall fea-
ture musss, pinatas, country
displays and food sampling. A
live performance by the Mam-
boKingo ensemble, featuring
special  guest H&wor  René
Coldn, is also scheduled.

“It's a chance for different
cthnic groups and cultures to
interact with each other and
learn about the Hispanic cul-
ture, as well as some of their
tradations, values and beliefs”
said Sgt. Ist Class David G.
Green, US. Army Garnson
Baden-Warttemberg  equal
opportunity advisor

"Anyone who attends this
event can expect to expen
ence the Hispanic culture by
sceing some of their many
traditsons and experience the
many different tastes of His
panic foods.”

The MamboKingo ensem
ble traces its roots to the 2007

Hispani heritage celcbration,
when community members
volunteered to provide mu-
sial entertainment for the
event. Composed of Soldiers,
Army civilians and retirees,
MamboKingo performs a va-
ricty of authentic Latin per-
cussion rhythms while incor
porating musk and dances
from all across the Hispanic
culture,

Last year's event drew near
ly 200 people and Green sand
he’s hoping for higher atten-
dance numbers this year.

“The Hispank
Heritage Month celebration is
not just for Hispanic Ameri-
cans,” Green said “I have
spoken with several people
in regards to attending ob
servances, and one of the first
things they say about not at-
tending observances is 'l am
not Hispank American

Hispanic American Heritage
Month, American Indsan Her-
itage Month, African Ameni
can/Black  History Month,
Women's History Month and
Asian Pacitic American Hen
tape Month, are not just for
those particular gender or
cthaicities, Green said, They
are a way for others to keamn
about and celebrate different

Anmxrcan

cultures

Green points out observanc
es are conducted 1o recognize
the continuous achievements
of all Amerans,

“Observances are not de-
signed to bash one ethnik
group or gender group against
another, but purely designed
w eoducate and 10 increase
awareness, mutual respect,
and understanding,” he said.

The theme of this vears” cel-
cbration is “Getting Involved
Our Famalies, Our Commu-
naty, Our Nation.”

Natiomal Hispanik Heritage
Month began Sept, 15, which
is the anniversary of indepen-
dence for five Latin American
countries Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Hon-
duras and Nicaragua. It runs
through Oxt 15,

Lty Phote
The MamboKingo ensemble, featuring special guest Héctor Rend Colon, will perform at Saturday’s Mispanic
American celebration st Patrick Henry Elementary School from noos untd 3 pum. The celebration, in honor of
National Hispanic Heritage Month, will also feature country displays, food sampling and pifatas.

In a proclamation to the
nation, President George W.
Bush hauded the courage of
Hispanic Americans who have
served America in the milstary
More than 25 have receved
the Medal of Honor.

The Hispanic  American
Celebration 1s scheduled from
noon o 3 p.m. For more in-
formation contact the EQ/
EEO office st DSN 373-7955



